




I am delighted to introduce the third issue of The Full Montey Magazine for members and 
enthusiasts of the Montbeliarde breed...

The continued interest and support for both pure and crossbred Montbeliarde cattle never ceases to amaze 
me, but speak to anyone who has or works with this breed and they will tell you the same thing, in what has 
been especially challenging times for the agriculture and in particular the dairy industry these cows have 
helped many farms and systems ride the storm. Whether that be through the great longevity and robustness 
the cows offer, improved fertility and good reproductive performance with very few calving problems or it being 
the effect of having both a valuable cull cow or a desirable bull calf or beef cross offspring which positively 
contributes to the farms bottom line the breed has so many pluses. Indeed the Montbeliarde breed has lots to 
shout about!

This magazine again would not be possible without the support of advertisers, many are great suppliers to 
our members and can furnish others with their in-depth knowledge and expertise on the breed while those 
breeders which have advertised are some of the country’s leading herds, whose genetics can help shape other 
herds in the future, supplying either female replacements or herd sires. 

As a society we should not rest on our laurels - the variety of members and those with the breed is highlighted 
again here with some great farm stories and features but we must all evolve and look at ways to grow and 
develop our society to encompass everyone keen on realising what the Monty has to offer, so feel free to let us 
know how we can drive that forward. Over the last couple of years we have looked to attend more shows, have 

workshop to discuss its direction and in my own area set up a Midlands group - but looking to the future 
genomics and other technologies should maybe be put at our members disposal.
Just let us know, its your society, your breed and your future so embrace it !

Pete Wood (Chairman)
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First brought in at the 2015 AGM here we congratulate the winners of the Society Herds Competition from 
the last two full recording years 2013/14 and 2014/15...

Best Herd on Milk Yield -  herds must have a minimum of 25 qualifying lactations

2013/14  
CHAMPION: BLACKCOMBE - 75 lactations averaging 8648kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: PLAS - 78 lactations averaging 8448kg (Owned by D MACKINNON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: BLACKCOMBE - 76 lactations averaging 8627kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: PLAS - 77 lactations averaging 8499kg (Owned by D MACKINNON)

Best Purebred Heifer -  based on last 305 Day Weight of Fat and Protein in kg

2013/14  
CHAMPION: PEASBER URBAN DAINTY - 746kg (Owned by T & JM FAWCETT & SON)
RESERVE: BLACKCOMBE URIEL 4 - 730kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: PEASBER URBAN PRIMROSE - 713kg (Owned by T & JM FAWCETT & SON)
RESERVE: WYEDALE HOLLANDE - 708kg (Owned by MESSRS FURNESS & TAYLOR)

Best Crossbred Heifer -  based on last 305 Day Weight of Fat and Protein in kg
2013/14  
CHAMPION: PEASBER URBAN MORN 2 - 701kg (Owned by T & JM FAWCETT & SON)
RESERVE: SHOTTLE RAI CORAL - 671kg (Owned by AJA DILKS)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: RIDGEDALE SINDY 2 - 595kg (Owned by FA & TM COTTON)
RESERVE: PEASBER OSMIUM POSY - 577kg (Owned by T & JM FAWCETT & SON)

Best Purebred Cow -  based on last 305 Day Weight of Fat and Protein in kg

2013/14  
CHAMPION: BROCKNA SALLY - 975kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: BLACKCOMBE PHILIPINE 4 - 947kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: BROCKNA SALLY - 922kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: ISEL RALBAN MOLLY - 915kg (Owned by T & D LANGCAKE)

Best Crossbred Cow -  based on last 305 Day Weight of Fat and Protein in kg

2013/14  
CHAMPION: ISEL NENNI STELLA - 923kg (Owned by T & D LANGCAKE)
RESERVE: LAPWING CIDER BARREL - 897kg (Owned by T SMITH)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: BRISTA PLUMITIF POPPY 2 - 998kg (Owned by PJ & FP BRIDGE)
RESERVE: LAPWING CIDER BARREL - 951kg (Owned by T SMITH)



Best Herd on Fat and Protein -  herds must have a minimum of 25 qualifying lactations

2013/14  
CHAMPION: PLAS - 78 lactations 620kg of Fat and Protein (Owned by D MACKINNON)
RESERVE: BLACKCOMBE - 75 lactations 615kg of Fat and Protein (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: BLACKCOMBE - 76 lactations 623kg of Fat and Protein (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: PLAS - 77 lactations 605kg of Fat and Protein (Owned by D MACKINNON)

Best Herd on Overall Production-  points calculated are based on weight of 
fat and protein and calving interval (minimum of 25 qualifying lactations)

2013/14  
CHAMPION: BLACKCOMBE - 75 lactations 1228 points (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: PLAS - 78 lactations 1226 points (Owned by D MACKINNON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: BLACKCOMBE - 76 lactations 1238 points (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: PLAS - 77 lactations 1200 points (Owned by D MACKINNON)

Best Animal Over Last Three Lactations 
 based on combined weight of Fat and Protein in kg.

(Cows must have completed a lactation in the qualifying year to be eligible.)

2013/14  
CHAMPION: PLAS OXBOW ALMA - 3027kg (Owned by D MACKINNON)
RESERVE: BRISTA MOZART SAVEUR - 2937kg (Owned by PJ & FP BRIDGE)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: BLACKCOMBE STEFFI 2 - 2925kg (Owned by JS & IM WILSON)
RESERVE: LAPWING CIDER BARREL - 2870kg (Owned by T SMITH)

Best Animal on Lifetime Milk Yield - Lifetime kilos of Milk
(Cows must have completed a lactation in the qualifying year to be eligible.)

2013/14  
CHAMPION: BEECHES GOELETTE - 87,118kg (Owned by JR WORKMAN)
RESERVE: KNOCK CROSS PARC-DAVERS MARINE 2 - 86,001kg (Owned by J & G SIMPSON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: PARC-DAVERS LOUPE 3 - 99,232kg (Owned by J & G SIMPSON)
RESERVE: OBELISK MASO CLOTHILDE - 90,311kg (Owned by EF HEMMING & SON)

Best Animal on Lifetime Yield of Fat and Protein - Lifetime kilos of Fat and Protein
(Cows must have completed a lactation in the qualifying year to be eligible.)

2013/14  
CHAMPION: BEECHES GOELETTE - 6259kg (Owned by JR WORKMAN)
RESERVE: KNOCK CROSS PARC-DAVERS MARINE 2 - 6060kg (Owned by J & G SIMPSON)
2014/15  
CHAMPION: PARC-DAVERS LOUPE 3 - 6204kg (Owned by J & G SIMPSON)
RESERVE: OBELISK MASO CLOTHILDE - 5710kg (Owned by EF HEMMING & SON)







HERD AVERAGE:
8464 litres 4.0% fat and 3.4% protein

Enquiries for stock always welcomed

Limousin crossbred heifers currently available for sale 





Graham’s late grandfather came to the farm as a 
tenant in 1950 at the tender age of 17, milking 
what was initially a commercial Friesian herd. 
Graham’s father who has a strong engineering 
ilk took over the farm and with his foresight 
much of the farms infrastructure and fabrication 

and there are many innovative features such as 
a backing gate to the AI stalls which facilitate 

now the third generation of the Morton family to 

had an enthusiasm for dairy cattle from a young 
age, joining the farm straight from school with no 
desire to either work elsewhere or attend college 

learnt and furthered his knowledge.
The Cow numbers had gradually grown from the 10-15 initial cows of 
his Grandfathers herd to a milking herd of 80 cows in 2000. As a young 
farmer Graham became disillusioned with the Holstein cows he had 

remedy this by reintroducing Friesian bloodlines - however he came to 

use Montbeliarde genetics, with the herd doubling in size in the last 
three years and they are now milking 220cows. The Morton’s now 

what are now fourth successive Monty bred crosses, and ultimately 

ruthless when it comes to selectively culling and is keen to continue 

on an Arla manufacturing contract to Tesco’s there is no doubt the 

Montbeliarde breed, Graham states that certainly there has been no 
loss of milk volume. Graham is keen to genomically test his female 

by being able to identify his most 

of the forward thinking nature of 
this farm.

on the farm make just as 
interesting reading, none more 
so than the fertility angle. As 
mentioned the farm uses entirely 
sexed semen with a mere 1.5 

chances to hold to sexed semen 
before going to beef, the Silent 

an aid to heat detection, and all 

TOP:

to fourth generations.
BOTTOM: The cows are comfortable in the sand cubicles 
with SCC of the herd just 120



interval, which Graham is convinced he can reduce 
yet further as he strongly believes calving interval 

maintain the fertility momentum. It’s no secret that 

in the calving boxes a few years ago have now become 

as Crasat, Elastar and Hummer in order to maintain a 

Calf rearing is another area which has seen major 

welcomed a baby girl into the world in November 
2016, so Amy is on ‘alleged’ maternity leave. All calves 
are guaranteed to receive a minimum of 7.5 litres of 

calves are full of vitality and bloom, with big savings 

generally sold from the farm at between two and three 

currently there are 160 followers on the farm.  These 

more routinely nearer 22 months going forward. Age 

TOP:
MIDDLE:
BOTTOM:



Tesco’s milk contract requirements. The scales 
enables Graham to monitor every cow, enabling 

once cows have lost condition, by which time it is 

with formulas which takes each cows daily average 
weight converts this to a body condition score along 

and maintain condition in conjunction with a fairly 
stable TMR ration. The milking cow TMR includes 

DM) and 20kg grass silage(31% DM), 1kg molasses, 
6kg caustic wheat and 4.5kg blend (which itself 

give many cows in the herd chance to get fat either from the TMR 

cows and bulling and in-calf heifers. 
Cow number 79 is testament to this farm as the herd’s highest 

take ten years at least of the Montbeliarde breed milking on the farm 

six lactations can be his benchmark of the breed affording him the 
longevity he craves. Graham’s focus as 

50 litre cows that weigh in at circa 550kg, 

100 acres rented with an additional 45 acres 

qualms about crossing to other alternative 

can offer him the same levels of milk and 

with the strength and robustness. He 
and the family are forging ahead to 

day of my visit new concrete troughs 
were being moved into the main cow 
shed which has had new cubicles and 
sand bedding added over the last 
twelve months. The new concrete 

an effort to increase feed intake and 

forays into genomic testing may make 

TOP:
BOTTOM:



BREEDING ROBUST COWS THAT PERFORM AND LAST THE TEST OF TIME...
Our cows are 100% pure Jura - Betail breeding on an entirely grass based system

We are proud to have owned Parc Divers Loupe 3 - BEST ANIMAL ON LIFETIME YIELD 
2014/2015 SOCIETY HERDS COMPETION

QUALITY BREEDING STOCK ALWAYS FOR SALE, BOTH BULLS & HEIFERS...
As a closed herd we are members of the SAC Premium Herd Health Scheme, 

BVD Accredited and are currently in a 4 yr TB testing area

Visitors are always welcome

K C

Gary and Kate Simpson & Family
 KNOCK CROSS FARM ~ LONG MARTON ~ APPLEBY ~ CUMBRIA~ CA16 6DT

Contact us on 01768 361946 or 07790 078372
Email - katharine.simpson@btinternet.com

Website - www.knockcrossmontbeliardes.co.uk

MONTBELIARDES
Herd established 2002



Q1. What was your reason for starting out with Montbeliardes?
Andrew: We started out with Montbeliardes 10 years ago because we wanted a cow that could look after herself 
and give us valuable bull calves. We now have a cow that can graze grass for most of the year from February/
March to October/November on a rotational paddock grazing system.
David: I started out with Montbeliardes because I wanted an easy care fertile cow with good milk yields over 

Ed: We were originally British Friesian, moving into Holsteins in the `80s. The more we got into them the more 
problems we were having with fertility, feet ,legs and general health. Replacement rates eventually got to more 

Auction and were impressed by their strength and comformation and after a few months looking into them we 
decided to buy ten as a trial group.
Ian: I was very keen on Holstein cows but thought that the breed had lost its way by pushing for very lean 
sharp cattle. The cows milked but did not last, we were also selling black and white bull calves and buying in 
store cattle to fatten.
We started to cross breed for a hardier cow 
and better beef calves and used Induvi with 

Jack: I started on a crossbreeding programme 
the aim of which was to breed a cow which 
was more robust in stature with better forage 
conversion, longer lasting leading to a cow 
capable of higher health, lower vet costs, 
lower cell counts, higher cull value, higher calf 
value and higher total milk solids, with better 
fertility through hybrid vigour.

to your farming system since going into 
Montbeliardes?
Andrew: With us it was more about having a 
herd of cows that suited our farming system, 
rather than us making any changes, this is 
why we have Montbeliardes.
David: We haven’t made any changes.
Ed:
system and we did not need to make any 
major changes.
Ian: We now keep all calves selling beef cattle 
as stores at about 500kg and beef breeding 
heifers at bulling age. Dairy replacements 
are all home bred with any surplus sold 

with everything AI bred. Until last year when 

pedigree I/C Monty heifers.[These were for my 
son they were his wages for working at home 
last summer!
Jack: We now rely more on grazing and have 

is now no transition group, dry cows receive 
big bale haylage and dry cow cobs and when 
calved move straight into the milking group, 
milk fever is a rarity in Monty crosses, and 
DA’s are a thing of the past. They have a 
shorter dry period as cows are in better 
condition at drying off.

Andrew Jones 
 Meshaw Montbeliardes

We have 115 dairy cows and farm 100 acres we own, plus 
60 acres rented all down to grass. The cows graze as long 
a season as possible and are milked twice a day. At the 
moment we are calving all year round but are changing to 
mainly block-autumn calving. The cows and heifers achieve 

simple system of grass silage in feeders and concentrates in 

my family can be contacted on 01769 551863 or Mob 

Andrew with Meshaw Socrate Gwen 
VG88. Gwen calved on 11/10/13 
for her 1st lacation and calved 
on 12/10/16 for her 4th lacation 
(exactly 365 days calving index over 
3 lactations so far) and averaged over 8200 litres/lactation.
Gwen has a promising young son Kasper who will hopefully 
be coming into AI shortly. His sire is a promising Geonomic 
bull Honoris JB who is +664kg milk, 120 udder support, 104 
muscularity and scores 92 for calving ease.

Five Montbeliarde UK members explain why they went into Montbeliardes and what the breed has on offer 
for anyone considering starting out with Montys, either Pure breds or as a cross breed...



Andrew:
similar yields to Holsteins that are grazing grass.
David:
ease and good feet and legs.
Ed:
manage and because of this we don`t get other problems associated with poor health.
Ian: Whats not to like? Strong powerful cattle with a will to EAT! This promotes longevity and hardiness, both 
were lacking in pure Holsteins.
Jack: A simpler system, less stress for both man and beast the Montys respond well to high and low input 
systems

Andrew: We use bulls mainly from Jura Betail like, Harpon JB, Esprit 

us.When we have a high type cow we will use a bull who breeds high 
yielding daughters and on a milky cow we use a bull high in strength 
and muscularity. We are aiming for a herd of pure Montbeliardes, 
building up numbers from the 6 pure in-calf heifers we bought 8 years 
a go through Formakin Genetics and we sell some bulls for breeding. 
We are now calving third generation heifers into the main herd. The 

fertility.
David: The bulls in use at the present are Hummer on the heifers for 
his calving ease and Hyper and Espirit JB on the cows. The criteria 
that I select sires on are Body strength, Beef value, high milk solids, 
fertility and temperament.
Ed: At the moment we are using; Elastar to reduce the stature of 
some of the larger cows and cross bred Holstein/Montys, Golestan to 
improve legs and feet where neccesary, Hallez as a good all rounder 
and Joyland on young stock as an high pin outcross.
Ian: We have Brink heifers calving at the moment, and have calves 

I usually try to go for good udders and legs and feet. There is enough 
power in the breed so as long there is a decent splash of milk all 
should be well.
Jack: I tend to favour a team of genomics bulls of around eight 
or 10 a year which contain bloodlines already working within the 
herd. inbreeding is avoided because of still using holstein semen for 

him conventional. Selection of bulls I look for positive fat and protein, 

resulting offspring, and with as much milk as possible with these other 

Q5. Crossbreeding or Pure? Which choice have you made and why?
Andrew:
with the intention of them all being pure eventually.
David: 10 years ago I bought eight incalf heifers from France so 
I could see what the breed could offer. I was so pleased with the 
performance of these cattle that I started to cross breed my pedigree 
Holstein cows with Monty bulls. Since then I have used nothing but 
Montbeliarde bulls on my cows. I started grading up immediately and 
now most of my cows are full pedigree.

David Mackinnon
 Plas Montbeliardes

milked twice a day on a high input 
system. The farm located just four 
miles from the Irish Sea and four 
miles from the foot of Snowdon, 

graze during the summer months. 
Many of the cows in the herd have 
been graded up from the original 
pedigree Holstein herd with nearly 
all now full pedigree Montbeliarde. 
The herd was the highest on fat and 

Society herds competition and 
runner up on overall production the 
same year, repeating success in the 

in both classes.

Ed Langley
 Long Meadow Montbeliardes

Ed farms with his wife Joanne 350 
acres, in Malpas Cheshire. The herd 

on a medium input grass based 
system, housed during winter and 

the year.



Ed: We hope to end up pure with the aim of selling breeding stock in 
the future.
Ian: Crossbreeding for us has proved to be the way to go using a 

Jack: Crossbreeding: A good cow is a pleasure to work with be it 
Monty or Holstein, the two breeds greatly complement each other. 
When we started cross breeding the aim was a three way cross using 
Jersey and Swedish Red but having some of these crosses milking I 

worthless both in culls and calf value. Within the herd are my own 

foundation cow being an imported Ralban daughter Electra which in 
last year’s herds competition was in 6th place for purebred cows. So 
far she has a lifetime yield 58,000 litres in four lactations (who says 
Montys can’t milk)!
Q6. For anyone considering Montbeliardes what advice would you 
offer them?
Andrew: For anyone considering Montbeliardes, I would say buy the 
best you can afford and try some in your own herd. I have found 

David: Do not be afraid of taking the plunge! There’s everything to 
gain and nothing to lose. Personally I am surprised that more dairy 
farmers have not gone over to Monty’s
Ed: If you are unsure about going Montbeliarde try a small group of 

Ian: Go for it! Use the best bulls you can on your best cows and you 
will not be disappointed.
Jack: Choose the bulls to suit your objectives, there is now a lot 
more choice of bulls within different AI companies, very different 
bloodlines for your desired aims. Don’t be put off by people who have 

Q7. How would you like to see the breed improve and what should 
the breed society focus on in the future?
Andrew: I think it is important that going forward, we must maintain 
muscularity in the breed as well as improving yields.
David:

my area which has given Monty’s a bad name is their temperament 
in the milking parlour. With more and more robots in the country 
milking temperament is very important. The Society should focus 
mainly on promoting the many attributes of the breed.
Ed: The breed seems to be improving in the UK as numbers 
increase, as a society we should try to ensure a wide genetic base is 
maintained to avoid the inbreeding that seems to have taken place 
within the Holstein breed.
Ian: The breed needs to be promoted to the sceptics. Some dairy 
breeders had a go with the Monty by buying a cheap bull and using 
him on the bottom end of their herd and were disappointed, I wonder 
why.
Jack: I think it is very important the breed keeps its identity and 
strengths which make it so valuable for crossbreeding programmes 
with Holsteins. The breed needs to promote itself more to the 
commercial milk producer.

Ian Burgoyne
 Shenrick Montbeliardes

steadings. The herd are on a summer 
grazing system, fed a  semi complete 
diet in winter. Milked twice daily the 
herd average is 9000 litres. On a 
cross breeding system the farm is 
located in Crocketford, Nr Dumfries.

Jack Gascoigne
Jaydee Montbeliardes

Jack is herd manager of Chandler 

totals 500 acres with cows grazed 
and fed a TMR of grass silage, 
wholecrop, silage and fodder beet.
The high yielding group are on day 
time grazing, housed at night and 
fed TMR all year round. The milking 
heifer group meanwhile are grazing 
day and night with TMR available 
at milking. The low group are on 

9,100 litres.

Ian and son Adam with Monty X “Pet”





Becoming a member of the Montbeliarde Society...

As part of your membership...

Registering animals with the Montbeliarde Society...

Montbeliarde UK and its committee are keen to support and 





Brockna Sally EX90
Securing top honours in the 2014/15 Society Milk records 
competition for the highest weight of fat and protein in her last 
completed lactation and for the second year running was Brockna 
Sally EX90. This is in addition to other accolades such as  2014 
Cumbria Milk Awards Highest Yield Coloured Breed Cow, 2nd Highest 
for Fat and Protein for Coloured Breed Cow NMR for Cumbria and 
Scotland, 2015 3rd Highest Yield Coloured Breed Cow NMR Cumbria 
and Scotland.
Owned by JS & IM Wilson & Son (Blackcombe Montbeliardes), Sally 
was bred by the Hanbidge family in Southern Ireland and was 

Born in 2010, she is the highest scored UK daughter of Tipoli and 
the only registered daughter of Brockna Kateland who in turn was bred from a French dam.

Connector Desire a Faucigny son who was sold to the Orkney Isles. Her 305d yield jumped up in her second to 

Then having gained a month she calved her third in October 2014 another bull this time by Crasat. Deciding 
this son had the pedigree and the type semen was collected from Blackcombe Esquire, which Michael Wilson 
continues to market at £10 per straw. 
She is approaching the end of her third lactation and will be dry late January, due to Hummer in early March 

protein. Michael describes Sally as a strong, deep bodied, dark red cow with a good temperament. She is the 
ideal cow for any herd with very few problems, except not being photogenic, pictured here dry recently...

Parc -Davers Loupe 3 - 2014/15 Best Animal on Lifetime Milk Yield 
99,232kg of milk in eight lactations.
Owned by G &K Simpson
Loupe 3 was purchased in a batch of 68 heifers from St Austell, Cornwall by Gary and Kate Simpson in 2002 
when they re-stocked with Montbeliardes at their farm in Appleby, Cumbria following Foot and Mouth. Little 
did they know at the time that amongst them was a family that would continually produce yields in excess of 
10,000kg and one that would go on to produce just short of 100 tonnes of milk in her lifetime.
Parc-Davers Loupe 3 was sired by Baobab from a Ciceron dam that milked for eight lactations producing over 

lactations, but exceeded her production giving over 10,000kg in four consecutive lactations (her third to sixth). 

Knock Cross Giro Loupe 2, born in 2005 was her eldest daughter by Parc-Davers Giro ET, she milked four 

heifers were born in 2009. Lastly in 2013 her youngest daughter was born, Knock Cross Spartacus Loupe 2, 

from her. Sadly the Simpsons lost Loupe 3 in late 2015 but are still proud of the cows lifetime yield of  just over 
99T with Kate saying the most memorable thing about Loupe is that she simply came and went and gave her 
milk, going largely unoticed!
Two maternal sisters of Loupe 3 were also purchased in the same batch of heifers and they similarly have 
performed well at Knock Cross, showing the consistency in the family. Her elder sister Parc-Davers Loupe 2 

another 10,000kg cow that again bred three further daughters and recorded four lactations. In all over 30 

and numerous of them have produced over 9000kg, a family that consistently produces high yields with 

One of the youngest members of the family is a February 2016 Fulgurant daughter, Knock Cross Fulgurant 

watch in the future, perhaps another 100 tonne cow in the making.

The now annual Montbeliarde UK herds competition is showing the depth and calibre of 
cattle in the breed here in the UK, here we learn a little more about two class leaders.





John is the third generation to farm at 
Gobbinstown Farm, with it bought by his 
grandfather in 1927, and John’s father Dermot 
(now a mere 88) is still on hand most days to help. 
Dairy cows were introduced in the early 1960’s and 

were the dominant breed. The herd was lost in 
2002 due to BSE which saw one positive result 
in a whole herd eradication as was Irish policy 
at the time, with restocking in June 2002 seeing 
eight in calf Montbeliarde heifers bought from 
David Clarke alongside the Black and White herd. 

couldn’t sell because you ‘don’t get rid of luck’) had four bulls before 
breeding two heifers which had established Monty’s successfully in 
the old herd so this paved the way to Monty’s being reintroduced 
at restocking. Today with numbers standing at nearly 110 there 
is virtually a 50:50 split which suits the farm of pure Montys to 

stemming from around 17 bought in initially in 2002 and 2003. 
While many milk producers in the area have opted to crossbreed- 
based on a more New Zealand type system incorporating Jersey 
into their cows; the Fitzgerald’s are unequivocal in their belief that 
the Monty is the breed for their farming system, 
with the combination of milk quality, breed 
traits and perhaps most importantly the calves 
born. The Monty’s are averaging in 305 days 
7400kg at 3.72% fat and 3.5% protein and while 
the percentages are lower than some of their 
crossbred contemporaries in Ireland the total 
weights of solids tends to be favourable. 
When selecting bulls to use milk, udders and feet  

Elstar, Cortil and Brink being used on the herd 
with very little if any sexed semen used, in part 
due to the prohibitive cost of the straws but 

the years they have found a high demand from 
other Irish farmers for Montbeliarde stock bulls, 
some for purebred herds but predominantly into 
crossbred commercial herds, all being fully registered 

In 2016 alone the Fitzgerald’s sold an unprecedented 

24 bulls for breeding, with all bar 
three going to commercial herds, 
with many of these less than a 
year old being bought so that the 
farmer can grow them on ready 
to use safe in the knowledge they 
have a bull bought, forward orders 
are already in place for 2017 with 
one customer for example having 

born at Gobbinstown farm while 

Many say you make your own luck in this 
world and there was certainly an element 
of the luck of the Irish when in 1994 Ann 
Fitzgerald attended the Irish National Ploughing 

ticket and walked away with the Montbeliarde 
heifer calf on offer. Over the next 20 plus years 
Ann and husband John have grown to appreciate 

are an integral part of this 110 cow dairy herd 
near New Ross, County Wexford....

TOP:
thriving dairy business to which the Monty is integral.
BOTTOM: The cow accomodation has recently been 
improved with new feed troughs incorporated.



suffers few calving problems and 
the Monty’s have an inherent will 
to survive, with John keen in the 
near future to improve fertility and 
reduce his calving interval from its 
current 383 days. While they would 
like to see more cows perform like 
the herds top producer 538 who is 
sired by Unchoix from a Massalino 
dam and has in her 3rd lactation 
given 10,089kg in 305 days at 
3.39% fat and 3.44% protein. 

requirements and expectations. Rather than being 
individually priced bulls are one price up to 12 months 
of age and another from 12 to 24 months, although 
demand has made the latter a scarce commodity as 
popularity grows. 

some of the bulls will show extreme strength and 
power which, while attractive to most producers, may, 
not equate to the best bull to be used in crossbred 

Furthermore a number of farmers have relayed 
problems in the past of buying beef or stock bulls 
elsewhere who then did not go on to work, so all bulls 
have a fertility test before being sold to alleviate some 
of this risk. If bulls then grow on and remain unsold 

for sweeping up, which provides a red Monty cross but 

Blue with the red recessive gene is also being used. In the future 
although most of the beef cross heifers are sold for slaughter the 
Fitzgeralds see that the Monty cross angus should have a good 
offering as a suckler cow to be crossed to a terminal beef sire - 
offering mothering ability with plenty of milk.
Like many Irish producers the Fitzgerald’s have seen the cessation 
of quota’s in 2015 as the green light to increase numbers and 
production, with cow numbers nearer 60 for many years until the 
virtual doubling over the last 18- 24 months. This has been possible 

shed to improve cow comfort, the cubicles have been modernised 
from old style Newton Riggs to a cantilever style with new troughs 
added for feeding and with the herd predominantly spring calving 
from December through to May, the main of the herd spends its 

in late Spring. Cows are traditionally out during the day from around 
1st February, out full time from mid March, and buffer feeding starts 

overall tidy appearance of the farm and facility, and it is obvious 
fastidious routines are followed, old traditional buildings have been 
well maintained, and while they do not lend themselves to modern 
machines and are obviously labour intensive they are nevertheless 

winning the national milk quality award from their milk buyer 
Glanbia Ireland in 2015. The 8:16 swing over parlour has been 

wiped, pre stripped and then post dipped with a barrier dip which 
sees cell counts running in the region of a mere 80. 

longevity. Certainly the Fitzgerald’s have found the Monty’s to last 
which is enabling less replacements to be kept, generally around 15 

her 12th calf in February 2017, having completed a 10th lactation of 
7189kg in 305 days at 3.62% fat and 3.47% protein. The breed also 

TOP: The use of a red angus 
sweeper bull provides a red Monty 
cross while the calves are Black from 

BOTTOM: Gobbinstown 
Montbeliardes are bred for milk, 
strength, udders and feet and legs.





In France the current index used to evaluate an animals overall merit is the ISU. It features on every bull 
proof and is calculated from a number of different factors. ISU’s are a useful tool in bull selection and for 
overall comparisons between different proofs. In general the higher the ISU value the better the animal, 
although one must always look at the full proof for the entire picture....

emphasis on the functionality of the animal. As with the rest of the world French proofs are published in 
April, August and December each year, and the ISU has a rolling base which evolves each year.

Fertility = 18%

Udder Health = 14.5%

Productive Life = 5%

Muscularity = 5%

Type Final Score = 12.5%

Udder composite

Body composite

Feet and legs composite

Rump composite

Beef or Muscularity

better conformation.

45%  Production Traits

18%  Fertility

14.5%  Udder Health

12.5%  Type Final Score

5%   Productive Life

5%   Muscularity



William Evans and his father 
Richard made an informed 
decision in 2015 to integrate 
some Montbeliardes into their 
existing Holstein herd. Sarah 
Jarvis visited Ffynnonwen farm to 

TOP:

BOTTOM:



TOP:

BOTTOM:



Montbeliarde breeders are scattered all over the UK and the only 
time that we get together is at the Society AGM once a year.
In the Midlands we do have many farmers using the 
Montbeliarde blood lines, all with in a 20 mile radius of Derby.
Stuart and myself brought all of them together over a meal at a 
local pub to exchange ideas with the thought that 
everyone with a common interest could get to 
know each other and enjoy an event. 

We have had three dinners to date, with between 

walk in June 2016 had a fantastic turnout of 50 
members, who found the evening to be very 
informative and enjoyable.
We are very glad we started these social 
meetings as it is nice to chat about our breed.
Pete Wood

If you’d like to join the group. or are 
interested in establishing a group of like 
minded Monty enthusiasts in your own area 
contact us for more information:- 
Pete Wood   
07815790522

Stuart Cadamy
01889590547

Andrew Cotton
07890181994





Alan and Rosemary Hanbidge farm at Brockna, 
located just outside Kiltegan, 40 miles south of 
Dublin, milking a herd of 105 Montbeliardes. The 

incorporating his daughter Linda and son Gordon 
into the farming partnership in 2015. Lynda 
and Gordon are the sixth generation of family 
to farm the land at Brockna, which was built 
by the Hanbidge family in 1860, with dairying 
commencing in the 1940’s.

in the early 1990’s, at the time he had a herd 
of Friesians and was concerned the breed was 
losing some strength especially in the bull calves 
born. A fellow farmer imported some Monty’s 
into Ireland in 1993 from France with Alan selecting and purchasing a 
Montbeliarde bull to experiment with in the herd and at the same time 
three pure bred in calf heifers that were just springing to calve. They 
calved in with Alan initially concerned the heifers wouldn’t milk, however 

achieve respectable yields in their full lactation. Reassured that the 
breed would suit the system at Brockna, and impressed by the strength 
and frame of the heifers and their subsequent calves, he purchased a 

and White sires in 1999 deciding to grade the herd up to pedigree 
Montbeliardes going forward.  A closed herd, from then on the milking 
herd remained around 60 cows with followers. Leaping forward to 2011, 
Alan’s daughter Linda returned home to the farm, leaving behind her 
career as a youth worker and makeup artist to become involved, along 

worked away from home as a tillage contractor. The enterprise had to 
grow at this point to sustain the addition of Linda and Gordon. Having 
been a closed herd since the original purchase of the Monty’s - 
increasing numbers was planned through rearing and keeping all 
their own heifers and organic growth rather than buying in stock. 
A bumper year of heifer calves born in 2012 was an ideal start to 
growing herd numbers with over 60% born female and a similarly 
good year in 2013, led to the milking herd numbers tipping over 
the 100 mark in 2015, an ideal time, coinciding with the abolition 
of EU quotas when there was high incentive to produce more 
milk. The same year the farming partnership between the three 
family members was formed and building was completed on the 
new shed built into the hillside housing the newly installed 16 unit 
swing over Dairymaster parlour and 10,000 litre milk tank in the 
new dairy. With Southern Ireland actively encouraging the younger 
generation to farm the development was partially funded by a grant 
and the new parlour is certainly something to be admired. Open 

with hydraulics that raise the front head yolks, leaving  larger 
Monty cows plenty of space to exit the parlour. Whilst building into 
the hillside presents some challenges it does also carry a major 

yard, the collecting yard and the cubicle housing are all above 

the slurry storage and thus the 
slurry system works entirely with 
gravity, a simple system but highly 

be a new 72 cubicle house which 
will run parallel to the existing one 
and allow cow numbers to rise 
slightly to the 120 mark which 
is the maximum the land on the 
farm can support. Moreover it will 
see space for all the animals to be 
housed during the winter months, 
whereas in the past some dry cows 
and heifers have had to brave the 
elements, which the hardiness and 
robustness of the Monty has coped 
with well. Likewise renovation of 

Sarah Jarvis travelled to the Emerald Isle 
on a dull January day but was given a warm 
welcome by the enthusiastic Hanbidge 
family whose experience of the Montbeliarde 
has been fundamental in bringing the next 
generation into the farming partnership.

TOP: The Brockna herd goes out to graze from early 
February on this all grassland farm.
BOTTOM: A new parlour and dairy was built in 2015.



the old parlour building will see a new 
area for calving cows, with two calving 
pens also increasing the space and 
facilities for them and their calves. 
Operating a mainly spring calving 
pattern between February and April, 
they also calve around 20% of the 
herd during the winter months of 
October to December. The reason 
for this is mainly based on milk 
price, winter milk offers a bonus of 

months and their Glanbia liquid milk 
contract is based on production of 
600 litres per day with bonuses paid 
on solids over 3.5% fat and 3.3% 

herd during winter keeps production 
up and takes some pressure off the 
main spring calving group. With Linda 
adding it also gives them chance to 
clean and disinfect calf pens and a 
short break before the main spring group calve. 
With all the 140 acres put down to grassland the 
Hanbidges have moved away from labour intensive 
strip grazing to paddock grazing used from turn out 
in Mid February to October. Walking the 19 four acre 
paddocks is routine, with the cows generally on 36 

obtain more grass at the start of the year, paddocks 
were closed off in early October and a reseeding 
programme is now in place, with paddocks sprayed off 
and re-sewn in rotation with additional clover in the 
seed mix. The grassland appears to be in safe hands 
with Gordon’s experience of tillage and Linda now 
in the second year of gathering information through 
the use of a quadrant and cutting grass. The winter 
diet is purely grass silage with some fodder beet fed 
if needed, silage is also buffer fed during the early 
months of the year. In addition the cows receive 
a 19% dairy concentrate in the parlour peaking at 
7kg/d. 
The herd averages 6500kg with a SCC of 180 and a 
calving interval of 379 days, annual production being 
around 670,000 litres per year. Continually looking 
to improve percentages of solids in the herd is one 
of the key criteria in bull selection alongside good 

cell count. Five or six bulls are chosen by the family 
each year and they are then mated to the cows 
by Ferreol from Coopex on his annual visit to the 
farm. Sires used this year are Crasat, Ialgan, Loupy, 
Ficastone and Elastar.  Previous sires like Tibet, Bois le 

that Alan used, which he will always be fond of and in 
recent years Redon and Triomphe have likewise proved 

TOP: Gordon, Zoe, Alan and Linda Hanbidge together with Rosemary are looking to the future at Brockna.
MIDDLE: Monty calves are reared in groups from a young age.
BOTTOM: The herd is mainly spring calving with grass and grazing a fundamental element of the ration.



themselves leaving behind some impressive 
daughters in the herd. Whilst they haven’t used 
any Monty stock bulls for several years, a Hereford 
bull is kept on farm as a sweeper to maintain the 
calving interval, with his resulting calves attractive 
to suckler men in the area, who are happy to take 
the heifer calves in the knowledge they have the 

to rear calves. Monty bull calves are generally 
sold before six weeks of age, although interest in 
the breed and for stock bulls may see the family 
rear on bulls from their better cows to sell at an 
older age. Linda generally takes charge of the 
calf rearing and heifer calves are fed whole milk 
to weaning at between eight and 10 weeks. By 
then they are eating 1.5kgs of ration and go on 
to silage and straw as well. Grazed through the 
summer months they still receive 1kg of ration, 

26 months.  
It is a clear the family team at Brockna are all striving for the same 
goals. They are all passionate about the Monty and wouldn’t now 
have any other breed. “Easy to handle and manage, the Montys are 
very fertile and very easy calving, they rarely have any problems 
and we have never had a cow do the splits,” explains Linda. Gordon 
certainly wouldn’t have anything else on the farm, and the Monty 
is all Linda has ever known in her time farming, adding “what other 
breed offers you a fat cow that can milk!” Cow 919 Brockna Sheila 
is just one example, now in her third lactation she has produced 
28501 litres with 2213kgs of combined fat and protein and a cell 

and accounting side of the business to milking and being hands on 
with the cows, Gordon concentrates on the feeding, tractor work 
and maintenance around the farm, whilst Linda does the breeding, 
paperwork and most of the calf rearing along with a little assistance 
from her young daughter Zoe. Alan meanwhile is always on hand 
to consult on all of the above, and joking 
aside offers huge support to both Gordon 
and Linda’s ideas. The future of dairying at 
Brockna looks secure with the next generation 
of the Hanbidge’s, whilst further expansion is 
doubtful unless the opportunity to either buy 
or rent additional nearby land to support an 
increase in numbers arose. Instead it is more 
likely they will enjoy a period of consolidation, 
with numbers at a maximum, they will cull a 
few cows and introduce a few more heifers to 
the herd. With a low replacement rate from 
having Montbeliardes they are also likely to 
have surplus in calf heifers available for sale 
again in the future. The family do have a 
clear aim going forward to continue improving 

balance, whilst also allowing each of them 
a little time off here and there and from the 
investment and positivity of Alan, Linda and 
Gordon this is all well within their reach.

TOP: Cow numbers have doubled since 2012 at Braockan, purely organically with no purchases.
MIDDLE:
BOTTOM: Young Zoe Hanbidge loves helping out on the farm with mum Linda.









L
herd visited was made up of 900 milking cows with a quota of 
7.11 million litres of milk. Out of those 900 cows, 600 were red 
and 300 black. The two breeds are kept separately in lots of 60 
cows per group and each group get a different feeding ration.
Originally, the herd was made of Czech red cows, then the 

Montbeliarde in 2002-2003. The average milk production per 
cow was 7900kg per year. 
The second stop was to a cooperative, with eight milking robots 
installed for 460 cows. It was obvious that the Montbeliarde 
cows were very well adapted to the robotic system. 
The farm had 90 employees, taking care of the 2200 hectares. 450 
hectares of land produced grass silage for the unit and 270 
hectares were allocated to producing  maize silage. The cows 
were managed on a zero-grazing system.

then visited a farm with 1600 milking cows where half of the 
herd is red and made of Montbeliarde and Fleckvieh. 
At this farm, 120 were employed. The average milk production 
per cow is 8000kg per year. 
Moving on to the region of Mišovice, we stopped at a unit with 
400 milking cows which were a remarkable type in general. The 
average milk production was 9000 kg of milk per cow per year. 

Located in the region of Strakonice, the next herd consisted of 
600 milking cows producing between 8500 and 9000kg of milk 
per year.
Originally based on an import of pure Montbeliarde heifers from 
France in the 90’s, the last visit was close to the German border, 
a farm with more than 800 milking cows producing an average  
8850kg of milk per year with 363kg of fat and 314kg of protein.  
The herd calving interval was running at 393 days.

JB, APPOLO JB, 

TOP: The Montbeliarde cow has no problem in adapting to a 
robotic system
MIDDLE: Disney JB daughter with a super body and tight udder
BOTTOM:

In early December 2016, 
technicians from Jura-Bétail 
travelled to the Czech Republic 
to visit farms with their local 
distributor: Bursia Praha. The 
objective of the trip was to 
classify cows and heifers and give 
mating advice to breeders. It also 
provided a great opportunity to 
see how well the Montbeliarde 
breed performs in a different 
country under different conditions 
and the chance to share 
experiences with a few farmers. 
Helene Dubarle, from Jura Betail 
reports...



Helene Dubarle, from Jura Betail reports on herds visted in Columbia where breeders appreciate the 
strength of the Montbeliarde breed and all the cows have to offer...

At Los Alamos Ranch, the breeder was focussed on milk 
quality instead of production, with herd average running at 
about 6170 litres per cow in 305 days.
‘With crossed Montbeliardes cows, (the ones in production 

well developed cows, which stay around for a long time and 
give birth to a calf each year’ the breeder comments, he 
appreciates the obedience of the breed as well as their great 
calving ability.

half of the year in 2015, his rolling SCC averaged a rate of 
97,500 somatic cells and he attributes the Montbéliarde is 
responsible for lowering his SCC average amongst other 

All breeds *

# of cows 299 60

Interval calving – conception (days) 121 97

Success rate at the IAP 49% 69%

Success rate all AI 47% 70%

# of straws per conception 2.1 1.4

Production at 305 days 6174 kg 5579

At the SantaMaria Finca, in Bogota region, pure 
Montbeliarde cows graze all year long at 2900m, 
with seven rainy months per year and an average 
temperature of 16°C. 
The breeder likes the resistance, the sturdiness of the 
breed and the feet and legs because the cows graze 
all day long in an area 190m above ground level.  

milk and are very fertile’ adds the breeder.
At the Lutecia Finca, the Montbeliarde breed has been 

used for more than 12 years. The manager of the herd 

whilst in Jura  ‘I liked them at once. The quality of the 
udders and of the milk have convinced me to use the breed 
at my farm’. She also appreciates the cows level production 
which remains constant throughout the lactation.



Our cows are grazed March-October and fed concentrates in the parlour

Winter Diet: Maize & Grass Silage, Fodder Beet & Blend

Herd Average: 7000kg 4.1% Fat 3.5% Protein

 ~ Pure and Crossbred Animals ~

Peter and Fiona Bridge

Stanwardine Hall, Ellesmere, Shropshire and The Elms Farm, Ash Parva, Shropshire

Peter Keniwell  (Herd Manager) - 07944 983882

Peter Bridge

07801 249531

Email: bridge@myfwi.co.uk





Genomics is simply the science behind producing estimates of genetic merit based on an animal’s DNA. 

So what does it involve?

Genomic 
Proofs 
and their 
Reliability:



And furthermore on the female 
side:

Genomics the advantages:

Genomics the disadvantages:

Glossary of terms:
Genome -

Genomics -

Genotype -

Phenotype -

Reference population -

SNP (Single Nucleotide
Polymorphism) -

SNP-chip -

SNP-key - 



Leaving my Montys behind with the folks, Tom and I went to learn 
more of the French way and more info on the breed, especially now 
he has one pedigree Montbeliarde in his herd, part of my attempt at 
converting him!

and got to know our fellow Monty friends, a mixed bag of Welsh, 
Lancastrians, AI reps, Wilsons and Irish.
Tuesday was the start of our action packed 2 days as we visited 3 

Bennato family of father and two sons, who moved to the Monty 
breed from Simmentals in the 50’s due to milk quantity, which is 
currently at 8700+ litres/yr average, for the quality of the udder, and 
for grazing in the mountains the feet and legs were a great asset, 
much like the can-can girls coming up… They graze the heifers off up 
the mountains and had a tremendous 80 heifers to their 90 milking 
cow herd. Mainly due to wanting to use the newer genomic bulls 
which tend to be sexed.

lactation, with a great body and dairy shape. The farmers favourite 
was a 4th lactation Triomphe showing superb quality of udder and 
body, you wouldn’t have said she looked like a 4th calver as she’s 
lasting so well.
Being close to the border of Switzerland, they sell to a Swiss 

a total 7.4 total solids it’s a deduction of 50% to the price. This was 
a very true representation and realistic herd to visit, an all round 
more traditional style farm, loose housed and grazed during the 
summer with evening ration.

us to the Champenois family, a mixed farm, with farm shop. They had 12 full 
time family staff, 145 milking cows, 175 heifers, 120 beef, 3500 chickens and 
a few piggies. Cows were housed inside all year round on slats and milked 
through a small rotary, quite a large farm for France, and me! Triomphes 
mother was from this very farm and we managed to see progeny from the 
same bloodline. The Triomphes have great udders and are not as overly 
thickset as I presumed in the body and through the leg, I quite liked what 
I saw, whereas last year the Crasat daughters were by far my favourite on 
farm and the show day. This farm had a massive line up including lots of 
show winners including an Epona daughter, whose Redon mother won the 

pictured above.
Just a few interesting facts from this farm:
-70/80 days is the voluntary waiting period for heifers giving 40l/day or cows 
50-60l/day, before serving, which I thought would offer poorer quality egg, 
however they had a conception rate of 55% to 1st service with sexed semen.
- The vet castrated the barrens, as it was better for fattening and leads to a 
longer 420 days milking. Castration takes 10 mins at 50 days calved at the 
same cost of an AI €40, with the added bonus of low SCC.
- We all had a good look at his 50/50 pasture hay and alfalfa system, stored 
loose here and grabbed with something that looked like it was out of an 
amusement arcade. 
- Pastures are reseeded every four years with the milking herd averaging 

9,900l from the forage based diet. 
We had a look at all aspects of the 
dairy side including a robotic feeding 
system for milk calves, impressive, 
but I think I’ll keep mother in her 

farm tour of the day.
The Cardonnerets family took on 
the farm from Isobel’s father. Their 
son, still in college already had great 
responsibility, which we tended to see 
on all farms, they hand over to the 
next generation very easily. They also 
show Montys and like the Monty for 
good grazing, milking and beef value. 
They fed dried hay in the winter like 
farm 2 for the same cheese contract 
where they can only feed select dry 
forages and feeds. For a higher price, 
on an A & B contract, 80% of litres 
went on the A price of 45,449€ 1000/
kg and for the remainder on the B 
price of 25,038€ 1000/kg.
They strive for young genetics, 
(everyone seemed to be going mad 
for it over there), selling 20-25 
milkers from one to three lactations 

Bonjour from the Coopex & Umotest progeny show Jan 2017- 
Montbeliarde UK members and friends ventured out to Bourg-
en-Bresse, France, for the show and farm tours.Becky Cotton 
reports on the 2017 trip...

TOP:
farmers favourite a Triomphe in her fourth 
lactation
BOTTOM: The Montbeliardes on display at our 
second visit were a truly impressive line up.



and a magician, with a disco to UK 
80’s music with French lyrics, and 
some had a go at their version of line 
dancing.
Slightly worse for wear it was farewell 
and back off to the UK for the rest, 
Harriet managed to take a cow back 
home, however we planned a trip to 
Paris, just a 2 hour train ride away, 
so Tom and I nipped to the bull stud 
station before we went on our way.
The bull centre DNA tests 2000 on 
farm and then takes 200 into the 
centre to monitor and test for growth 
etc., from that 80 young bulls go for 
semen diffusion, selected on breeding 
value with genomic selection, food 

legs etc. and semen production. At 
10 months 50% are eliminated and 
then 10% are eliminated at fertility 
control. By 14 months old 60% of the 
remaining young bulls have produced 

semen is used now compared to 
proven semen and we were shown 
three up and coming genomic bulls. 
Mango, my personal favourite is a 

they have been more selective on udders, and also feet and legs for 
the slats in their cubicle system. This herd had attention to detail and 

rate for 1st service. They displayed a beautiful line up, including 

majority of the shed, amongst them an Urbaniste daughter which was 
a twin with a superb udder giving 26.6kgs, just one month calved.
Another favourite was a Brink heifer who calved at 26 months which 
Ferrol Roche (Coopex) said was a perfect bred heifer, they do rear 

from their elite maternal line, the farmer led a 3rd lactation cow, 
Hollywood, with an excellent rear udder, she was selected for the Paris 
show having just won the Swiss Expo best udder! We all posed for 
a piccy even Laura couldn’t sneak out of, then headed into the shed 

great with nibbles and plenty of tipples. Stuart Cademys diet went 
out of the window and Michael Wilson was fussing about old cows! 
Merry and full we travelled back snoozing, for our evening meal and 
prepared for the progeny show the next day.

stands where the animals are displayed in rows of their sires. It is 
great to be able to compare daughters out of the same bulls, viewing 
many sires progeny; Brink, Crasat, Elastar and many younger sires, 

won it for me this year, making a very tidy batch of heifers with more 
body about them whereas previously I have found them to be a much 
smaller type. Judging the show this year was Bruno Lambert, a large 
farmer of 290 Monty cows and 700 Ha. He tended to favour a 
taller well built cow and often I agreed with him so he must have 
been right! The competition commenced resembling a disco and 
the French interpreted through head sets for us.
Few facts from the speakers:
-Crasat was the most used bull of 2016
-Genomics are improving and some sires now have 250 daughters in their 
proof
-Brink, who is very fertile has 8 sons in the programme and grandsons. The 
speaker reckoned the Brinks were very calm, just as a handler had a hard 
time holding on to the halter!
Joria, a Crasat daughter  from the second farm visit was judged but didn’t get 
through, Toms and my favourite Inconscien, a Golestan/Papayou daughter, 

left Tom siding with Stuart on the last class however my choice a deep red 

in different lactations, the judge thinned them down and the winner for 

Fablo daughter, and the runner up Jalouse (Golestan/Rougala) in her1st 
lactation. Dave from Lancashire spotted the winner Index (Felindra/Triomphe) 
an orange slightly speckled full bodied cow and a very worthy winner! Many 
pointed out on the trip it was interesting to see the change in the cows from 

Back to the hotel for a nap for us, but some wandered the streets for a bit 
of sight seeing through Bourg-en-Bresse before the big celebration at night. 
Dave and Pauline had put on their dancing shoes and we headed to a shed at 
the back of an industrial estate, to what turned out to be an 80’s/ burlesque 

the snails, which went down very slowly! A sit down meal followed and then 
Richard’s highlight of the tour, the can-can girls! Some cheeky entertainment 

TOP: The UK team on tour at the last of our 
farm visits.
BOTTOM: From the third farm visit and from 
their elite maternal line Hollywood pictured 
in her third lactation, she was best udder at 
Swiss Expo.



Hummer son from a new cow family and the third son of Hummer 
released. This is astonishing that he’s only one year old, and about 

bull.
Lelabel a Homygod son at 14/15 months was a deep red bull, I was 

The last bull was Ferrol’s top pick Letoile, 14 months old he is an Idao 
son. High for ISU and protein, good body size, udder, high fert and 
productive life bull.
They are even genomic testing heifers and through this can now 

heifer unit, where we had a look at the lab, but no heifers as they are 
very careful with them and only have females handling them! They 
use ultrasound for heat detection, eggs are harvested and passed 

heifer has 4 embryos every 6 weeks, 90% are fresh embryos and 

from the show would be from this unit and all heifers go back to their 
farm guaranteed in calf.
So after all that we travelled on to Paris to visit Tom’s cousin and a 
romantic weekend. Little did I know Tom was going to ask me to 
marry him… and I said YES! A trip I will never forget. Monty cows, 
good company and we’re now engaged to be wed!
TOP: Winner at the show Index (Felindra/Triomphe) was judge 

BOTTOM: Letoile at the bull stud, a young Genomic sire with high 

For further details please contact:





For a bit of fun we asked members via facebook and the website to send us their Monty 

Below is a selection who each received a small prize from Montbeliarde UK

 ‘It could 
be love’ for 
Geraldine Jones 

with her Monty 

 Our Chairman is 
camera shy or he doesn’t 

looks like something from 
Animal Farm

Jodie Jones says to her 
Monty ‘your nose looks 
big in this!’ 

Cute
Looks like a halter 
broken Monty 
ready for the 
shows with Amy 
Furness






